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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 972

I ntroduced by Assembly-M-embersButler-and-Beal Member Butler

February 18, 2011

to-aleoholism-ordrugabuse-treatment-An act to add Sections 3017 and
3203.5 to the Public Resources Code, relating to oil and gas.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 972, as amended, Butler. Substance-abuse—treatment-faciities:
Oil and gas. hydraulic fracturing: moratorium.

Under existing law, the Division of Qil, Gas, and Geothermal
Resources in the Department of Conservation regulates the drilling,
operation, maintenance, and abandonment of oil and gas wellsin the
state. The State Oil and Gas Supervisor supervises the drilling,
operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells and the operation,
maintenance, and removal or abandonment of tanks and facilitiesrelated
to oil and gas production within an oil and gas field regarding safety
and environmental damage. Existing law requires an operator of awell,

94



AB 972 —2—

before commencing the work of drilling the well, to obtain approval
from the State Oil and Gas Supervisor or a district deputy.

Thisbill would, until regulations governing hydraulic fracturing have
been adopted, prohibit the supervisor and the district deputy from
approving the drilling of a well in which hydraulic fracturing, as
defined, is used or is proposed to be used in the production of oil and

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 3017 is added to the Public Resources
Code, to read:

3017. ““Hydraulic fracturing,” ““fracking,” ““hydrofracking,”
“hydrofracturing,” and *““unconventional shale drilling” means a
technique used in preparing a well that typically involves the
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pressurized injection of water and a mix of chemicals, compounds,
and materials into an underground geologic formation in order
to fracture the formation, thereby causing or enhancing, for the
purposes of this division, the production of oil or gas froma well.

SEC. 2. Section 3203.5isadded to the Public Resources Code,
to read:

3203.5. Notwithstanding any other law, until regulations
governing hydraulic fracturing have been adopted, the supervisor
or adistrict deputy shall not approve or issue a permit authorizing
the drilling of a well pursuant to this division in which hydraulic
fracturing is used or is proposed to be used in the production of
oil and gas.
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